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elcome to the premier issue of American Pet Magazine, the
publication of choice for furry kids and their faithful owners.

Many of the articles provided in American Pet Magazine have been
written by business owners and pet owners alike. They can be found
within your own community, as well as others, throughout the
United States of America. We would like to thank those individuals
who did contribute stories, showed their support and believe in
what it is we are doing. We hope that you, our readers, will too.
The American Pet Magazine’s goal is to bring positive influence into
everyone’s life; so you may look forward to the future days ahead
knowing most everything in life about your pet.
We’re fortunate to live in a day and age where pets are not only
your most loyal companion, but your constant companion, as well.
Owners bring their pets to stores, malls, and restaurants. They travel
together to faraway lands by boat, plane and car. And there is a time
when medical issues may arise. There’s something for everyone to
paw about in American Pet Magazine. This publication will educate
and entertain you. You’ll laugh, and occasionally, maybe even shed a
tear over a story that touches your heart. And you’ll stay on top of all
the latest news and events for you and your pet.
The picture on the cover was taken by me of my PrettyBoy. It is
because of the shot and the date taken that I wanted to share this
with everyone and use it for the Premier Cover. PrettyBoy would go
to all extremes to find time to smell the roses and loved to eat them.
Our feature story, Paws for a Cause, is written twenty-three
years ago about a Dalmatian, Raisin, who befriended my GreatGrandmother at a ripe age of 102. It was Raisin’s first visit to a
nursing home and she made a woman very happy by spending some
quality time with her. We also have on staff an advice columnist
who will help our pets educate their humans in ‘Dear MissKitty’.
If you’re into fetching, you’ll find American Pet Magazine at
parks, groomers, dog day-care centers, boutiques, marinas, nautical
stores, etc. I encourage you to support the advertisers and pass along
this complimentary copy. A percentage from every paid advertiser
will be donated to no-kill shelters, rescues and events. Together, we’ll
help save lives, one life at a time.
Last, but not least, this magazine is dedicated to my ultimate
inspirations, my beloved felines of past and present, Tuffy, Amelia
Earhart (Mia), TabithaTheWitch, ThrasherMan, ChillAnn,
MonkeyChow, GypsyPrince, MissKitty and PeanutButter. And to
all our rescues that we found forever homes for. I can’t imagine life
without any of them! Thank you again and enjoy your reading

time! #Meow #Woof

SuzKi arp

Pet Magazine, LLC via email: AMERICANPET@USA.COM.

Premier 2012 AmericanPetMagazine.com

03

CONTENTS
features

departments
3
6
6
7
8
10
11
12
20
20
24

5
9
14
16
18
21
22

Paws for a Cause
What Breed of Dog is for Me?
Finding Your Lost Pet
Lessons from the Flock
Fish Keeping for Beginners
Roxy ‘the Traveling Dog’
Horse Keeping 101

The Publisher’s Note
FETCH
Around the H2o Bowl Events
Ms. Pineapple’s Corner
Best in Print
Dear MissKitty
Pet Photos
Business Marketplace
Pet Celebrations
a Haiku for You
Social Media

On the Cover ...
Photographer: SuziK
PrettyBoy
(RIP)12/96-12/98
Photo taken 2/14/97

Paws for a
Written by Lori Hong

hen my friend, Joan, asked me to assist her in visiting
W
the Barnegat Nursing Home with my new Dalmatian puppy
once a month, a program she’s involved in through our church,
I was a little apprehensive. My first thought was, “Will I be
able to handle this zealous, thirty-pound puppy in a controlled
environment such a nursing home?” My second was that
I might find it very depressing. Of course, Joan reassured
me that for the two years she has been making these visits
with her adorable Cocker Spaniel, Tinsel. She has found it
to be a fulfilling and rewarding experience. Still I
wondered if I had what it takes to bring joy into
the lives of the elderly. What I didn’t realize
was that there was no magic ingredient that
I needed to possess, my Dalmatian, Raisin,
would do it all! One look into that adorable
liver-spotted face and the residents of the
home bubble over with laughter and rejoice
in the splendor of the moment. All have
to do is get Raisin there and reap in the
rewards. Joan was right, it’s a truly
rewarding experience.

There have been so many touching moments at
the Barnegat Nursing Home but I’ll never let
go of the moment when Naomi, the head of
recreation at the home who escorts us around,
took us into the room of a 102-year-old woman,
Annie, who appeared to be far from our world and despondent
to any of Naomi’s attempts at conversation. Even when she
asked her if she liked dogs, the woman gazed off indifferently.
As we were about to turn away and leave disheartened, she
sat up and shrieked, “A DOG! A DOG!” My immediate reaction
was to take the beast and run out of her room, as I thought
perhaps we were terrifying the poor woman, which at 102
was the last thing she needed. A Dalmatian isn’t exactly a petite
bedside companion to wake up to and should she be the first
vision you get upon opening your eyes, who knows what
the imagination might conjure up! I’m sure Raisin was the
last guest Annie was expecting that day. Naomi signaled
for me to remain there, by her bed with Raisin, and Annie
over flowed with tears of joy as she hugged and kissed my
dog and joined our conversation. She told us of her love

Cause

for dogs and shared stories in laughter, and in tears, for
this was obviously the most exciting day she’s had in quite
some time. It was a miraculous moment for us and one I’ll
never forget. Bringing happiness into the life of a very old
woman was as simple as getting my dog to her bedside. A
pretty small price for the gifts she gave back in return.
What great memories these experiences at the nursing home
will make for my two children, Katie, seven and Tommy,
five, who take turns accompanying me on these visits and
offer candy to those who would enjoy it. It’s a lesson on
sharing that will stay with us all for a long time to come
and proves that it’s truly in giving that we receive.
I went to that nursing home that day to bring
some enjoyment into the lives of some very
special people who are too often forgotten,
but instead it was my children and I who
received the gift of love through giving.
Each visit the residents shared their
experiences as ‘pet owners, and let’s
face it, our canine friends do give us
some humorous moments to share a
laugh over and a common interest to
explore. Each time I get my batteries
recharged by the warmth and love they
share with me and my family, and the pride
of knowing that I’ve brought laughter into
their day. My grandfather always told me,
‘A day you haven’t laughed is a day you haven’t
lived’, so each time I make them laugh, through a story
my Raisin has jarred in their memory about their own dog,
gone years, or by being an inspiration of humor herself, I
know that we’ve made them really live in the true sense of
the work for another day. What a great feeling to take home
with us.
An hour a month is such a small amount of time to give for
such a big reward. I hope by sharing this experience with
you I may have inspired you to share your pet with others
as we have. There is no greater way that the residents of the
home could thank me for these visits that they already do,
with the earnest plea of, “Please, please come again!”
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F E TC H
Pampered pooch essentials for dogs that demand the very best
Northern Moods
Northern Moods dog collars and leashes are hand-crafted
for superior quality. This collection of chic collars presents
a variety of colorful leathers and creative designs to
coordinate with the great fashion sense of stylish pet
owners. Northern Moods has unleashed the elegance and
allure that is essential to any discerning pooch’s wardrobe.
Visit NorthernMoods.com.

H.Doodle
A best friend for man’s best friend! Hurley is a stick with
attitude that was designed to combine the fun of a ball
and a bone in one toy. Toss it, chew it, float it and love it,
Hurley is up for the challenge! And if your pup breaks it
the manufacturer will give you a one-time replacement.
Get your best friend a Hurley today at HDoodle.com.

Arotheund

HO

BOWL

Beer for Beasts II
Benefits The Humane Society of NYC

The Las Vegas Pet Expo

Saturday, March 31 @ 1 p.m.
Brooklyn, NYC
BeerForBeasts.com

Saturday February 11, 2012
Las Vegas, NV
VegasPetExpo.com

At The Bell House. Cocktails, gourmet samplings
from the bay area’s finest restaurants, dancing,
live and silent auctions. Black tie optional.
$200 per person

Visit the AnimalFoundation.com booth. The Animal
Foundation is a non-profit organization operating
Nevada’s largest animal shelter (Lied Animal Shelter)
and animal adoption center.
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Ms. Pineapple’s
corner

Spot Organics
If your dog demands the very best, Spot Organics’ Essential
Oil Blends line will ensure even the most discerning bark is
silenced with just one drop. Available in a variety of colorcoded bottles with different purposes, you can select anything
from “Travel Happy Dog Oil” for globe-trotting pooches to
“Me So Horny Dog Humping Blend” and “Peppermint Dog
Breath Drops” for pups looking to play the field. Available for
$12 a bottle at SpotOrganics.com.

Tails by the Lake
Dogs accompany their owners on adventures such as
sailing and fishing and they deserve the same level of
safety and protection afforded by life jackets as humans.
This is one of the best life jackets on the market. The
flotation is positioned low on the body to keep dogs in
a natural position and it securely fastens at three points
with a grab handle to enable owners to lift dogs out of the
water. Available at TailsByTheLake.com.

World of Pets Expo & Educational Experience
January 27-29, 2012
Maryland State Fairgrounds, Timonium, MD
WorldOfPets.org/MDmain.shtml
Please come and join MGPR @ the Pet Expo on Sunday,
January 29th. We will be hosting our first Guinea-Pig-A-Thon,
featuring contests, prizes, and glamour photos of your
guinea pigs.Please check our website for times and details.
www.mgpr.org

Petsleeves Rx is a lightweight, breathable
garment that securely covers a pet’s torso
without hampering movement. The material
is similar to that used in gowns worn by
surgeons. Petsleeves Rx is specifically
designed for the pet’s comfort and is
available in nine sizes to fit a large segment
of the pet population. They can be used to
secure bandages and diapers, contain wound
drainage, deter biting at stitches, tumors

or allergy areas and protect the owner’s
home or auto. “Pet owners everywhere
can relate to the frustration of leaving
the veterinarian’s office with their
pet forced to wear an uncomfortable
e-collar or to be wrapped in an old t-shirt
with tape,” says Jody Nassour, President
of Petsleeves LLC. Founded in 2005 in El
Paso, Texas, Petsleeves LLC specializes in
developing various versions of protective
petwear that are designed for the comfort
of pets and convenience of pet owners. For
additional information about Petsleeves Rx,
please visit PetSleeves.com, or 915.342.8755
contact Jody Nassour at info@petsleeves.com

Grateful Paws Dog & Cat Rescue, Inc.
Petsmart Adoptions
Saturdays 11am - 3pm (starting Jan 14)
Fort Lauderdale, Florida
GratefulPaws@bellsouth.net

Arotheund

HO

BOWL

Our adoption home is the new Petsmart at 1700 N. Federal
Hwy, Fort Lauderdale 33305. We are always looking for long
& short-term foster homes for dogs, cats and kittens.
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It is no secret that our
four-legged
friends
often suffer from the
same maladies as we do.
Wouldn’t it be great if
there was a universal
remedy that would not
only treat these illnesses
and speed healing time,
but also prevent them
when taken regularly?

Royal Treatment
The Royal Treatment Italian Pet Spa blends nature’s finest
ingredients into tearless formulas to care for your royal pet.
PH-balanced and without harsh foaming detergents,
these products will keep the skin and coat clean, soft and
smelling divine. This all-natural tearless formula from Italy
is designed to keep your furry royal highness smelling fresh.
Available at GetRoyalTreatment.com.

Ox-E-Drops from NZYMES®
could be the panacea
we’ve all been waiting
for. The drops consist
of a powerful oxidizing
substance which acts as
a bactericide, viricide
and fungicide that helps the body remove
free radicals in its system. Just a few OxE-Drops diluted in water and then either
ingested with food or applied externally
several times a day has worked wonders on a
wide variety of internal and topical ailments
for pets and humans alike.

Sexy Beast
Man’s best friend deserves the best treatment.
Introducing Sexy Beast, a new, luxury canine-care brand
that provides dogs with the ultimate in pampering.
From an enticing fragrance to a shimmery powder,
Sexy Beast brings luxury and glamour to the pet
beauty market. Available at SexyBeastStyle.com.

best

in print

Florida Dog’s own playful pooch Bentley
is an Ox-E-Drops success story. Bentley
developed a painful wart on her paw. Mom
Jennifer Wise treated Bentley with the OxE-Drops solution and says, “I was amazed at
how fast it worked! The wart started healing
by the second day and was completely gone
by the fourth day of using Ox-E-Drops. I
highly recommend this product.”
From digestive problems, dog flu, kennel
cough, cuts, scrapes, topical skin infections,
respatory disorders, ear infections and more.
For additional information about Ox-E-Drops
visit Nzymes.com.

Max, the Shelter Dog

Beaglemania: a Pet Rescue Mystery

Written by Nicole Rivera
A children’s story about an energetic
and playful pup who is surrendered to
a shelter by his owner. Left behind, Max
has no choice but endure his journey
through the shelter system in the hopes
of finding a forever home.

Written by Linda O. Johnston
Lauren Vancouver is the head of
HotRescues, a no-kill animal shelter
north of Los Angeles. At a particularly
nasty puppy mill, Lauren helps rescue
four adorable beagle puppies that were
dumped down a drainpipe, and she’s
pretty sure she knows who is responsible.
When that person is found dead, Lauren
becomes the prime suspect, and she’ll
have to sniff out the real killer.
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What Breed of Dog
is For Me?

By: TJ Hopkinson & Pete Stevens

“What breed of dog should I buy or adopt?” This is always a challenging question and one that should not be taken
lightly. Knowing how to choose a dog will help ensure a more enjoyable relationship with your new companion. Ideally
your new dog will become a key member of your family and selecting the most appropriate one for you hinges on several
factors. This article is not inclusive of every situation, or every breed. Instead, we have identified five of the most significant
factors to take into consideration prior to acquiring a new dog and listed roughly five breeds for each. In addition, we
have attempted to give a good selection between size, coats, and temperament as well to help you determine what best
suits your needs.

Family Size:

Single or Married, no Children: Any combination of this should not drastically affect your decision on breed; however,
you should pay special attention to the categories that follow.
Children: It is important to note that every dog is capable of biting when put into certain situations and that each has a
different set of triggers for biting. Children often may unintentionally evoke many of these triggers by rough housing,
acting animated, or putting their faces near a dogs snout, to name a few. With that said there are certain breeds that are
more tolerant of children than others are. They include the:
Beagle
Basset Hound
Most Collie Breeds
Labrador Retriever
Miniature Schnauzer

Free Time (per day):

How much time you have each day to spend with your dog is crucial when selecting a dog and can narrow down your
list substantially based on your answer. It is worth noting that anything more than 2 hours per day with your dog is an
added bonus and not necessarily a requisite for an obedient, loyal pet.
<1 Hour						
1-2+ Hours
Any breed
Bulldog						
Bullmastiff
Greyhound
Pug

Pet Ownership History:

This category is important too and many families adopt dogs they simply cannot handle or do not understand psychologically.
There are certain breeds out there – ones from working lines especially – that are pack driven in nature and comfortable
in this environment. If you fail to provide them with that structure, the results can be disastrous. As such, if you aren’t
overly familiar with dogs, training, and integrating them into your family there are some breeds better suited than others.
If you’re an experienced dog owner ready for a challenge there are great breeds for you to consider.
Comfortable/Experienced:				
Inexperienced/First Dog:
Akita						
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
Belgian Malinois					
Golden Retriever
Border Collie					
Labrador Retriever
German Shepherd					
Pug
...Continued on Page 11
Husky						
Sheltie
Premier 2012 AmericanPetMagazine.com
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Dear MissKitty
Bad Dog Frida
Stella and Chewy’s Carnivore Kisses are all-natural, all-meat,
diced treats. These delicious freeze-dried treats can be
given whole as a training reward, or crumbled over food
at mealtimes for added flavor and nutrition. The treats
contain no preservatives, no dyes or colorings, and no
sugar or salt. Available at BadDogFrida.com.

Smell Goodies
Smell Goodies, all-natural daily tablets, keep both
coat and breath smelling clean, so dogs can be
lavished with love on the outside. A tablet a day,
wrapped in a soft treat, will make your dog’s spirit
bright. Available at SmellGoodies.com.

10 AmericanPetMagazine.com Premier 2012

Dear MissKitty,
There’s a new cat across the hall. I
haven’t seen her yet, but I can smell
her. And I can smell her on my owner.
Why hasn’t she let me meet her yet?
Why would she pet another cat? I’m
just a little girl, and I like to play –
a lot. I just want to play with this new
cat and make friends. She knows this
and keeps her all to herself.
~ Greedy in Gainesville
Dear Greedy,
Calm down. Greedy is no way to be.
Part of greeting a new human is to
greet their pet – especially a cat. Your
owner is simply being polite to your
new neighbors. It’s also good for you to
remember that not everyone wants a cat
playing with them, even though you’re
just excited! You know yourself that you
sniff and search anyone that comes over
to your house that you don’t know. You
definitely sniff the ones you do know.
Just relax and let her meet and greet
everyone. You will all be playing in no
time at all.
~ MissKitty
MissKitty, a 16-year-old Siamese Polydactyl,
the professional expertise and insights of
“MissKitty”. Miss Kitty lives in Fort Lauderdale with her human mommy and two
kitty siblings, GypsyPrince and PeanutButter. When she’s not working on this
column, she spends most of her time indoors scratching with her clawless front
paws and enjoying catnip or soaking up
the sun in her backyard.

...Continued from Page 09

Living Conditions:

This is self-explanatory; for the sake of you and your dog’s comfort and sanity it is important to match the demeanor
and size of the dog to the size of your living accommodations. Do not put an active, large-breed 90lb German Shepherd
in a 500sq ft studio!
House w/ Outdoor Space:
Apartment or Studio:
With adequate exercise most
Basset Hound
breeds
will do fine in a house
Boxer
environment. Some herding
Chihuahua
breeds to consider if you have
Chow
substantial land include the
Pomeranian
Australian Shepherd, Border
Collie, Shetland Sheepdog, and
Belgian Malinois.

Goals & Expectations:

It is important to define what you are looking for or you will find yourself dissatisfied at some point in owning your
dog. Do you want an obedient, easy-going, sociable partner? Or do you want that dog that has the capability of fiercely
protecting you and your property.
Guard Dog Potential:
Obedient/Easy-Going:
American Bulldog
Labrador Retriever
Belgian Malinois
Golden Retriever
German Shepherd
Setters (English & Irish)
Miniature Pinscher
Springer Spaniels
Rottweiler
Weimaraner
TJ Hopkinson is the training director at San Diego K9Training (www.sdk9training.com). TJ is former United States Marine
and military working dog handler and trainer. Pete Stevens is a 21-year law enforcement veteran, K9 handler/trainer and
Chief Operations Officer of Maximum K9 (www.maximumk9.com). Both have expanded their love of training dogs to pets of
all breeds as well as training and handling working dogs for military and law enforcement. Both are located in San Diego, CA.

Photographer: SuziK

‘GypsyPrince’
Senior Partner of American Pet Magazine

Send

Owner: Madelyn Strand

American Pet Magazine

			
			
Photographer: Tony Pagan

‘Heidi’
Hollywood, Florida

Your
Favorite

Pet Photo

inquire: AmericanPet@usa.com

Fort Lauderdale, Florida
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Finding
Your
Lost Pet

The following tips are offered to
help you find your lost companion.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Contact Animal Agencies
Notify Others
Search The Neighborhood
File a Report
Use The Power of Scent
Don’t Give Up
Advertise - Post fliers

And The Next Time ...

Protect your pet from getting lost again.
ALWAYS keep a collar and identification tag on your pet. An
ID tag is a lost pet’s ticket home. Permanent methods of pet
identification, such as tattoos or micro-chips, are readily
available from most veterinarians. License your pet as local
law requires. Other important steps include keeping your
pets supervised at all times and having them spayed or
neutered. Finally, keep a photo of your pet on file in the
event he or she strays again.

14 AmericanPetMagazine.com Premier 2012

Lessons Learned
from the Flock

Written by Wendy Thomas

I was given 8 baby chicks two years ago from a reader
When
of my frugal family newspaper column as a way to dispose
of kitchen wastes and obtain and enjoy thrifty food (eggs only
for us), I had no idea how much those chickens would become
such a part of our family life.

We got the chicks in June just as school was letting out for the
summer and my 6 children found them to provide endless hours
of amusement. Let’s face it, baby chicks and kids are an irresistible
combination. Each day the kids would take the babies out in the
yard and play with them, letting them hop onto fingers and peck
gently at grain held in open palms. As the sun would start to go
down, the chicks would be collected and put safely back in their
plastic bin temporary housing located in our mudroom.
As the chicks grew, they learned that their caretakers were just an extension of their flock. We were members
who could be trusted, relied upon, and who would always offer an open lap upon which to sleep. Here’s the
thing with chicks, they really don’t need a lot of care - clean bedding, water, plenty of food and warmth if
the evenings get chilly will just about do it. If you see to that you’ll be guaranteed a flock of chickens who
will provide you food.
But if you take the time to friend and socialize them, what you end up getting is a flock of pets with names
and distinct quirks and personalities. We have Morgane who is a chicken-chicken – afraid of everything, and
who had to be held in our arms when she became too afraid. We have Simon – of the pair Simon and Garfunkel –
whose outside toe has an extra little talon coming out the side.

Each chicken, we discovered has their own way
of approaching life. Some will come up to you
and quickly grab the food from your hand, others
will quietly walk up to you, allowing you to
gently pat them on the head before they will
consider taking your offerings.

16
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Our chickens who shared the same outdoor play space as our 3 Maltese
dogs quickly learned that if you scratched at the door like the dogs
did, it would be opened and you could then try to get into the house.
On one occasion when the wind blew the back door open I came
downstairs to find one of our chickens perched on the back of the
couch watching the TV. I love my chickens but they belong outdoors.
Over the years we have added to our flock which now totals 31
hens (as a result of close neighbors we’ve had to give our roosters
away). All are loved and considered members of our family. We have continuously been amazed at some
of the life lessons they have taught us through our time together: Some chicks hatch, some don’t. They either
die before they are due or they simply don’t have the strength to escape their shells. Some chicks live, some
will die. That’s the way it is. No one every promised that life was going to be fair.
It takes a long time before you get an egg from a chick. You can cajole, you can plead but if the chicken is
not ready, it’s not going to happen.
A chicken’s life of constant servitude so that we can eat is a blessing. It is impossible to feel isolation when you
are a member of a flock. Like a rooster does when he hits puberty, you will find your voice when you are ready.
We have agreed to take on some exotic chicks (called “tophats”) from a Kindergarten class’ egg
incubation experiment when they hatch in the next few weeks. It is early Spring here in New Hampshire,
the babies will need to be protected from the chill, they’ll need sunshine and exercise and they’ll need
to be taught just like all our other chickens have, that they are now members of a human-canine-avian
flock that will always be looking out for them.

Wendy Thomas is an award winning journalist, columnist and blogger who believes that taking challenges in life will always
lead to goodness. She is the mother of 6 funny and creative kids and it is her goal to teach them through stories and lessons.
Wendy’s current project involves writing about her family’s experiences with chickens at www.simplethrift.wordpress.com.
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Fish

Beginners

keeping for

Getting started can be challenging but follow these simple guidelines
and you can have a healthy aquarium underworld.
Written by Jane Susaeta

F

ish keeping is a great hobby for a myriad of reasons.
Keeping an aquarium full of beautiful and healthy fish
does not only offer an amazing pastime, it is also a fairly cheap
hobby to get started with. However, because there are numerous
considerations that need to be made when setting up your own
aquarium at home, fish keeping can sometimes be a bit
overwhelming for beginners.
With knowledge on fish keeping though, you will find that setting
up your own aquarium at home and caring for these wonderful
little creatures is an extremely easy and fun thing to do! Here
are some considerations you need to make before you jump
into this hobby.

What Fish Species Should I Choose?

Selecting fish species can be a challenging task as your options
are as unlimited as the imagination. These fish species, however,
can be categorized into: tropical or freshwater fish,

18
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Gold Fish, Cichlids, and marine or saltwater fish. And while it
may be tempting to just choose whatever species that you think
would be so cool to keep as pets, it is essential to take note
that each species has unique requirements to live healthy and
happy. For example, tropical freshwater fish normally thrive in
water conditions similar to that of tropical climate areas like
Asia and South Africa. On the other hand, although they are
freshwater fish, Cichlids like Angels, Discus or Oscars also
require unique water conditions in order for them to survive.
If you are new to fish keeping, choosing sturdy and adaptable
fish species such as Koi or Gold Fish is strongly recommended.
Koi or Gold Fish are the type of fish that are easier to keep for
beginners as they require the least care.
But of course, the decision is yours to make! Learning about
your options as well as their unique requirements and characteristics is
sure to help you make the right decision.

Should I Opt For A Small Or Large Tank?
There are several factors to consider when selecting a tank and
these include the types of fish you want to have as well as
the sensitivit y and temperament of the f ish to water
movements and levels of nitrogenous waste. While opting for a
bigger aquarium is an advantage because it has less nitrogenous
waste concentration, it is also more resilient to drastic
changes in water chemistry and temperature. Thus, purchasing a
medium-sized aquarium is recommended for those who
want to keep fish species that have high sensitivity to those
conditions. Another factor to consider when deciding
upon the size of the tank is your budget and the number of
fish you want to have. The larger an aquarium is, the more
expensive it will be. However, if you want to keep many
fish, then purchasing a bigger aquarium is not just an option but
a must for your pets to survive. Apart from selecting fish species

and the kind of tank to have, you need to be informed about
the fish you want to keep as this will guide you in choosing the
aquatic plants and accessories you may put in your aquarium.
This will guide you on creating a healthy environment for your fish.
Indeed, setting up your own aquarium at home can be a challenging
task for beginners. But relaxing before these beautiful creatures,
healthy and happy, offers an amazing scenery that can relieve
your stress and perhaps enrich your life.
Need articles about fish keeping?
Visit http://www.webseowriting.com
Jane Susaeta is a professional writer with a background in
SEO. She has been commissioned to do a wide range of writing
tasks, such as writing ebooks, EzineArticles, product reviews,
web content, SEO articles, blog posts and sales letters.
Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/expertJane_Susaeta
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PET CELEBRATIONS
JANUARY
14

National Train Your Dog Month
National Walk Your Pet Month
National Dress Up Your Pet Day

FEBRUARY
7-14
14
8-14
23
23

Responsible Pet Owners Month
Pet Dental Health Month
Have a Heart for Chained Dogs Week
Pet Theft Awareness Day
Have a Heart for Chained Dogs Week
Spay Day USA
National Dog Biscuit Day

MARCH
13
23
18

Preventative heartworm awareness month
K9 Veterans Day http://www.k9veteransday.org/
National Puppy Day
Sparky the Fire Dog’s Birthday
Official mascot of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

a Haiku for You

a Haiku for You
With New and Happier Thoughts
Love the Animals
			
~SuziK
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Roxy the Traveling Dog
by Mary Hone

Roxy was born on Christmas day in 2004...but that is just the beginning of what makes her so special. I got Roxy when she was
just 6 weeks old. A tiny gray Pomeranian/Chihuahua furball that never left my side. She came into my life when I needed the unconditional
love a dog provides. Even as a puppy, Roxy was very in tune with the needs of those around her. At the time I had an older dog, Lady,
who was suffering from arthritis in her hips. It was difficult for her to get around, but she still wanted to play as much as she always had.
Roxy could literally fit in her mouth. They would play wrestle and fight until neither one could go anymore. Then curl up together and nap.
Roxy’s world changed in 2006 when I married my husband Al. He has his own wood working business and began taking her to his shop. She
would go with him on the days I had to go to work. At first, the idea of my 6 lb dog at a noisy, dusty, shop was a little scary. It was scary for Roxy
in the beginning, all those loud noises, things occasionally falling. But she soon settled into a routine there. Al keeps a fire going in the wood
stove in the winter, and Roxy has her chair, with her blanket beside the stove. When the weather is nice she goes outside and lies in the sun. The
funniest part for Roxy is when they have art classes in the other building. She loves to go and visit with all the different people. And all the people love her. Some don’t mind if she jumps on their lap for a quick hello, or a nice snuggle. She seems to know who likes that and who doesn’t.
The most interesting reaction from a person to Roxy, is my father-in-law. My husband tells me they never had dogs growing up. His dad
never liked them. Somehow Roxy warmed her way right into the center of his heart. Those two are so connected, it’s uncanny. If he comes
to visit at the shop, Roxy will sneak into his truck so she can go home with grandpa. If Al tries to get her out of the truck, she’ll hide under his legs. They are both thrilled if Roxy gets to go home with him. Then she gets to snuggle with grandma, watch TV with grandpa
or help outside in the yard. When we go visit them, Roxy knows exactly where we are 3 blocks from the house. She can’t get out of the
car fast enough. The funniest thing is when we are out of town and Al talks to his parents. Their first question is always, “How’s Roxy?”
We like to travel as much as we can. Mostly our traveling consists of camping in the middle of nowhere and hiking. Roxy loves to hike
and travel. At first she wouldn’t go anywhere near a stream, no matter how hot and thirsty she was. She would only drink from her bowl
that we carry. Now she will stand in the water, cool her paws, and drink as much as she likes. When we start packing our trailer to go,
she starts running circles she’s so excited. We also go to mountain man rendezvous a lot. I think this is her favorite activity. She knows
the white canvas tents mean fun as soon as she sees them. We have our mountain man clothes we wear, and so does Roxy. She has a
simple beaded piece of leather that fits on her like a bandana. If she had opposable thumbs, she would dress herself. All I have to do is
hold it up and she has her head in it ready to go. We have some great friends at rendezvous, and so does Roxy. My son and his girlfriend
went with us last year to a big rendezvous. He wanted to take Roxy walking around with him one afternoon. He wasn’t prepared for
the fact that everyone knew Roxy. Several of our friends asked him where he got the dog from. They were prepared to take Roxy from
him, and give her back to her rightful owners. Once they realized he was actually my son, and loved Roxy, he was OK in their eyes.
Roxy has brought so much joy into so many people lives. We share her adventures at www.roxythetravelingdog.com

Premier 2012 AmericanPetMagazine.com

21

Horse
keeping

101

Everyone has dreamed of having a horse.
Before you do there are some things
you need to consider.

Written by Kandice Seitz

H

aving a horse is more than just having a
pet. It requires a considerable amount of
education to be a good owner. There are
many things you must know about the care that
will make a difference in the health and happiness
of your animal. I prefer to think of my horse as an
animal I have been given the honor of caring for,
this being said I have had to learn a lot in a small
amount of time to be a good and loving caretaker.
The basic care of a horse is very important. When
first taking your horse out, an overall inspection of
their legs and body is important to make sure they
have not injured themselves during turn-out or
in their stall. They should be brushed and have
their hooves picked daily. You really have to know
your horse well, some horses enjoy the time you
spend brushing and cleaning and others may find
this unpleasant. Take the time to get to know the
animals likes and dislikes and you will have
a happy and fulfilling time together. Be careful,
horses that are not happy with their surroundings
can kick and any horse can kick. This is a relations hi p
th at yo u build o ver time and w ith m a n y
reassuring treats! Horses should only be given
horse treats and horse food. They eat twice a day and
the water should be checked and kept full especially
in warmer climates. They can have some treats
such as sugar cubes, mints and carrots but their
daily food should be a specialized feed. They do

22

AmericanPetMagazine.com Premier 2012

not have the ability to regurgitate if they get
something that is bad so it is very important that
their water is changed daily and their food is fresh.
Horses can die if they colic so it is best to have a barn
with a well trainer or groom to care for the dietary
needs of your horse until you have learned exactly
what they need. After riding they love to graze and
it can be some of the most rewarding time you
spend with your horse and trust me they will love
you for it. Too much grazing can upset a horses
stomach so I usually only let my horse graze for
about a half an hour after a ride. One of the most
important things to do if you are a new caretaker is
to have a Trainer that will teach you and give advice
along the way. A horse that is in a program will be
a happier horse. It gives them a schedule and then
they will know what to expect from day to day.
Whether you are riding English or Western it is
important to be paired with the right horse
according to your ability. This has been my
experience as a new caretaker of my horse
and everyone has their own opinion. Just like
people all horses are different so seek out all the
information before taking on an animal. It is a
very expensive animal to feed and the vet bills
can be very expensive if they are injured. That
being said I love my horse and she is part of
my family. Haley is a Thoroughbred Mare and is
super sweet!

DON’T LEAVE US
HANGING AROUND!

Let Us Know What You Think
Visit www.AMERICANPETMAGAZINE.com
Email AMERICANPET@usa.com

Photo by: SuziK
‘PeanutButter’
Photo
by: SuziK
‘PeanutButter’

FaceBook
Twitter
YouTube

(LIKE) AMERICAN PET MAGAZINE
(FOLLOW) @AMERICANPETMAG
(SUBSCRIBE) AMERICANPETMAG

