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Written by Nancy Becker

Wally is an adorable San
Esteban Chuckwalla with
an amazing sense of Style!

While working at a television station in Phoenix, Arizona I suggested the
topic of reptiles for our public affairs show featuring a store Called Arizona
Reptiles Center in Mesa, AZ. After the show, I fell in love with an amazing
large iguana named Mango who weighed over 20 pounds. Not long after
researching Iguanas as pets, I had purchased a baby iguana which of course
I named Iggy.
I had Iggy for over 14 1/2 years and he was amazing. When he died of
cancer, I knew I might not get as lucky as I did with Iggy and find a friendly
iguana. Iguana males can be very aggressive during breeding season.
While living back east in Maryland, on a visit to Arizona I fell in love with
a San Esteban Chuckwalla another lizard in the iguana family.
...Continued on Next Page
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I had to go through some hoops to get Wally the
Chuckwalla, but I knew I had to get him. I had named
him before I got him in my hands. Wally is an endangered
species and could only be given to me by the breeder
because he could only sell them within the state of
Arizona. I got Wally 10 months after Iggy died.
Wally was shipped to me overnight and when I opened
the bag, he looked up at me and seemed to say, “Who the
hell are you?” Well, he is the sweetest and most chill lizard I know. Wally
goes to reptile shows with me all the time and anyone that wants can pet or
hold him and he doesn’t mind.
Very few people on the east coast have ever heard about a chuckwalla. Even
now, I sometimes get asked if he is a Komodo Dragon. Chuckwallas live in
the southwest deserts of the United States and a few Mexican Islands in the
Sea of Cortez.
In nature, they live among the rocks and they evade predators by crawling
into rock crevices and puffing themselves up. This is so the predators can’t
get to them and pull them out. As a pet they need some area to hide and
crawl under to feel secure. I found that out quickly when he wasn’t eating
when I first got him. As soon as he had a hiding spot, he started eating.

...Continued on Next Page
FALL 2019								
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...Continued from Last Page

Wally puts up with me dressing him up for pictures as well. I started doing
this with Iggy, making holiday cards every year since 1996! Wally’s first
card was a birth announcement for Wally. I’ve since then dressed him up
for a holiday pictures ranging from a lizard Taco for Halloween to a sombrero
wearing lizard for Cinco de Mayo. Wally even got sexy with a 50 shades of
Wally card for the holidays!
Wally, a few years ago dressed up as a dragon and did a Game of Wally
tribute. I’ve been taking Wally to Reptile shows and art shows when the
weather is nice and people just fall in love with him. He also goes out in my
neighborhood in the summer on a leash.
Many reptile breeders that have met Wally and have wanted to try to
breed Chuckwallas. Wally has become an ambassador to lizards and
Chuckwalla as well. He now has a strong following on Facebook at Wally
the Chuckwalla. Another great thing about chuckwallas is they are
herbivores like most of the iguana family. Reptiles in general are great,
because they don’t have fur or feathers, I’m not allergic to them. ~
06
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October is..

Adopt a
Shelter
Dog
Month
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Written by Christina Bournias

I have two Border Collie mixes that are eight years
old. (May I still call them puppies?) How in the
world did time go by so quickly? I was just chasing
after them to go potty outside! The moment I’d see
the poopy tribal dance commence, I’d circle around
the room to catch them to go outside. Now, I find
myself circling around them to make sure that they
don’t fall.
I adopted my fur babies in 2011. Two puppies under the age of six months.
yep, it was my “dog” year. This particular year was filled with mega fostering,
puppy classes, and tripping over squeaky toys. Holey slippers, chewed sofas,
and amateur agility was the norm in my backyard.
My boys are still my pups, but according to their health insurance renewal
statements, they’re now considered “senior” dogs. However, I care for them
just the same.

TIPS FOR SENIOR BABIES
Regular Veterinarian Check-Ups

Keep your dog’s medical records and city licenses up-to-date. A routine visit
to the doctor is important to a long life of health and happiness. But, you
don’t have to wait for your annual appointment to visit your Veterinarian.
Develop a solid, professional relationship with your Veterinarian and
communicate with them all year long about your pet’s needs.

Sound Nutrition

Feed your dog well and they’ll feel better and perform at their best. Ask
your Veterinarian for a recommendation on quality food, vitamins, and/or
minerals. Many dogs benefit from supplementation. Glucosamine, chondroitin
sulfate, and MSM to keep their joints pliable and healthy.
...Continued on Next Page
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Plenty of Exercise

It doesn’t have to be crazy intensity exercise for your dog to feel good. A
brief sniff and walk can keep your dogs curiosity and interest at its peak.
Besides, a nice stroll is good for both of you. Safety and security is especially
important for dogs living with arthritis. Slips and falls can make their
arthritis pain worse and a bad fall can advance the disease.

Training Classes

Go back to puppy school. Training is a terrific bonding tool. Classes are a
good time to share fun times with your dog. Tips and tricks never get old.
And yes, you CAN teach an old dog new tricks. They may not learn a new
trick to perfection, but they’ll enjoy the process along the way.

Mental Stimulation

Practice what you learn at puppy school. All you need is 10 minutes here
and there. Work with your dog a couple times per day. Remember, practice
makes progress. Your dog will love mini training sessions.

Communicate & Listen

Share with your dog the happenings of your day. (You may be surprised
what you discover when you listen to them.) Having a full conversation with
your dog is not uncommon. Your dog loves hearing your voice. Talk, laugh,
sing, dance—it’s all good.

Play Games

Your dog loves to play. So play with them. Take 15 minutes, get down on the
ﬂoor with your hind end in the air and have some fun. Dogs crave attention.
They’ll begin to get restless or destructive if they’re not entertained. Hide
and seek is always a favorite game. It’s a fun way to keep your pet interested
in you—at any age.

Grooming & Dental Care

Keep your dogs fresh and tidy. Bathing, brushing, shampoo massages,
and cleaning their private areas will help them feel clean. Remember, your
groomer is the first line of defense for noticing abnormalities like cysts or
FALL 2019

...Continued on Next Page
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...Continued from Last Page

lumps on their body. Just like we enjoy being pampered, our dogs love a
good spa day.

Doggy Day Camp & Boarding

If your dog thrives in a group dog camp environment, consider making an
appointment at a reputable and safe pet hotel. It’s a good idea for your dog
to have his/her own time to bond with other dogs—and other humans. Give
them the opportunity to be their own dog.

Do Something Extra

Ever think about commissioning a pet portrait artist to paint your dog?
Now is the perfect time to get that done. There’s nothing like capturing
your precious family member with a forever keepsake.

Dogs Are Puppies
Celebrate National Senior Pet Month this November with your
puppies, no matter how old they are.
During the senior years, there’s plenty of puppy breath, tricks, and playtime.
Toys are splattered around the living room and homemade dog treats line
my pantry. As if they were a favorite photograph of me, my dogs like to carry
my shoes and socks into their bed at night—right before they’re tucked in.
Holey slippers, chewed sofas, and amateur agility in my backyard remains
the norm at my household.
#####

So, go ahead, keeping changing more lives.
Your pets love you for it.
Resources: http://ihearthwild.com ; https://www.bestfriendspetcare.com

#####

Christina Bournias resides in Michigan with her 2-pack; two beautiful adopted miracles.
As her “Angelwriter”, Nicodemus (1997-2010) is the wisdom behind the stories Christina
shares. (#nica_knows) Christina champions the magnitude of building the bond between
a dog and their person(s) by means of respectful communication and enduring admiration.
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In 2018, I purchased a
Valentine gift for myself. I
commissioned a painting of
my dogs by my favorite pet
portrait artist friend. Today,
I’m even more grateful for
this precious gift.

As I was writing this piece,
I was notified that my friend
suddenly passed away.
Tomorrow is never promised
and I had this portrait done at
the perfect time. I didn’t know
it was the perfect time. Now is
always the perfect time.
I’ll treasure this painting as
long as forever allows.
FALL 2019								
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MEET
Leslie
Hefty

I volunteer for Rabbit Advocates, and I’m also the President. Rabbit
Advocates is a non-profit organization that takes pride in not only
rescuing rabbits but also educating people about rabbit welfare. I’ve
been volunteering for Rabbit Advocates for about two years now and
it has been some of the most rewarding work I have ever done.
In the past, I have helped rescue and foster rabbits. Currently, I have
one rabbit under my Sanctuary care, Hay-Zeus (white rabbit with red
eyes pictured). Hay-Zeus came to us last Easter in poor shape. He
had massive testicular cancer. We had a rabbit that we didn’t think
was going to live very long, so I
decided to take him in and give
him the best final days of his life.
A year later and Hay-Zeus is
cancer free and doing fantastic!
He’s a completely new rabbit,
and he’s the biggest sweetheart.
We go to all sorts of Rabbit
Advocates events where
children love on him all day.
...Continued on Next Page
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Speaking of Rabbit Advocates events, we do all sorts of ‘em! We
host Adoption events along with Bunny Speed Dating sessions
where people can bring their rabbits to meet some of our eligible
bachelors/bachelorettes under the supervision of our expert Bunny
Bonders. We pack and sell our own hay, Bunnies Best Bites.
All of the proceeds go to our
medical fund to help out foster
rabbits with spays/neuters and
other medical needs such as
Hay-Zeus’ cancer. My personal
favorite are our Bunny Spa Days.
People bring in their rabbits and
we groom them for a small donation.
We trim their nails, brush their fur, clean their scent glands, and are
always happy to educate and share information with our fellow bunny
folk. We also host events like Bunnypalooza where people bring their
bunnies and socialize with other bunny people. We have vendors
and booths with raffles and a silent auction. We offer our Bunny Spa
along with a day care and adoptable rabbits.
Additionally, I’m an Adoption Counselor. I
help screen people and hook them up with
their new “furever” companion(s)! I have a lot
of fun talking with people about rabbit care,
ensuring that they are creating the best
possible homes for their rabbit(s). Nothing
beats seeing a foster rabbit get adopted.

WE

ARE ALwAYS ON THE HUNT FOR MORE VOLUNTEERS

FEEL FREE TO CHECK US OUT AT
www.RABBITADVOCATES.ORG
FALL 2019								
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Canine Epilepsy Awareness:

Written By
Dorothy Wills-Raftery

Why is the FiveSibes Gibson’s
Halloween Pumpkin Purple?
Booooo! Autumn is here, and with it Halloween
is right around the corner, which means it’s
pumpkin time! At FiveSibes, we celebrate by
featuring a purple pumpkin for our (now
furangel) Gibson!
A Purple pumpkin? Pumpkins are orange!
So you may be asking, “Why is Gibson’s
pumpkin purple?” Do you know why?

Gibson’s pumpkin is purple because he is an Epi-dog ~ a dog with Canine
Epilepsy. He was diagnosed shortly after his third birthday with idiopathic
epilepsy, meaning they could never determine a specific cause for the onset
of his seizures. And, purple is the color of epilepsy awareness.

“PURPLE is the new ORANGE. Paint Y our Pumpkin
Purple to Help us Raise Awareness for E pilepsy.”
~E pilepsy Foundation/Purple Pumpkin Project
According to Epilepsy.com (home of Epilepsy Foundation® and Epilepsy
Therapy Project), the Purple Pumpkin Project is the brainchild of founder
Ron Lamontagne, whose youngest son was diagnosed with epilepsy at age
four. “While on a drive through Connecticut one Sunday morning with his
family (Ron) was brainstorming ideas on how to spread epilepsy awareness.
The local pumpkin patch provided the solution. Since kids would soon be
carving and decorating pumpkins, he thought, why not make one purple and
tell people about epilepsy when asked, ‘Why is your pumpkin purple?’” So in
September 2012, Ron launched the Purple Pumpkin Project on Facebook to
...Continued on Next Page
bring awareness to epilepsy.
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Gibson of the FiveSibes with his Purple Pumpkin
for Canine Epilepsy Awareness. #LiveGibStrong!
Photo

by

Dorothy Wills-Raftery
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...Continued from Last Page

“Why is your pumpkin purple?”
On Halloween, October 31, the eve of National Epilepsy Awareness Month,
the Purple Pumpkin Project and Epilepsy Foundation of America
encourages folks to go out and paint a pumpkin purple, share information
about seizures and epilepsy, and then when someone asks, “Why is your
pumpkin purple?”—you can tell them about Canine Epilepsy awareness and
how Epi-dogs love and enjoy life the same as dogs without epilepsy!
November is Epilepsy Awareness month, and creating a purple pumpkin
for Halloween, the eve of such an important month, Gibson and I have
always, and I continue in his #LiveGibStrong
name, to advocate for Epi-dogs and to spread the
word about awareness, helping to educate folks
about dogs living with Canine Epilepsy and
seizure disorders. It is my goal through FiveSibes™
#LiveGibStrong K-9 Epilepsy Awareness &
Educational Campaign to encourage folks to not
be afraid of dogs with Canine Epilepsy, and to not
fear adopting a dog with seizures, and to hopefully
continue to encourage people to learn all they can
about seizures so they don’t drop the dog off to the
nearest (already overcrowded) shelter.
Once upon a time, euthanasia was the recommended course of action for
dogs with seizures, and that is so NOT the case any more! There are many
resources, and much support and information now available to help pet
parents navigate the mysterious, and yes scary, waters of having a dog with
seizures. My message to you is this: You are not alone.
As part of our ongoing FiveSibes #LiveGibStrong K-9 Epilepsy Awareness
Campaign, we have joined the Purple Pumpkin Project to spread the word
even more that dogs can ~ and DO ~ live happy, full lives with Canine
Epilepsy. We hope you will join in, too, in the effort of spreading awareness
about epilepsy, both in humans and canines.
...Continued on Next Page
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A Purple Day for Epilepsy ambassador since 2012, in 2018, FiveSibes
#LiveGibStrong proudly partnered with The Anita Kaufmann Foundation/
Purple Day Every Day to bring the #Paws4Purple educational program
featuring links to important FREE Canine Epilepsy resources and provide
FREE digital and (upon request) hard copies of our bookmarks, flyers, and
my new “Cooling Down an Epi-Dog; Where Do I Put the Cold Packs?”
poster, which can all be found at

http://purpledayeveryday.org/paws-4-purple/

Is it scary when a dog seizes? Extremely. But, being well prepared, which
includes having important and reliable care information, along with a
having a good rapport with a vet you trust who specializes in seizures, and
having your dogs on a solid treatment plan (whether traditional, holistic,
nutritional or a combination of all) dogs with Canine Epilepsy can and do
live full, happy lives!
So, when you are sitting down to carve pumpkins this year, why not
make one purple and then display it! When asked, you can answer the
question, “Why is your pumpkin purple?” and tell them all about the
amazing lives dogs with Canine Epilepsy live, and share the important
resources with them!
Show Us Your Purple Pumpkin Pics!
For lots of ideas, be sure to visit the Epilepsy Foundation’s website
at: h ttp s:/ /www.epilepsy.com / m ake- di f f er ence/ get - i nv o l v e d /
pu r p l e-p u m pk in-pr oje ct
And, don’t forget to share your pet’s (and family’s) purple pumpkin
pics on The Purple Pumpkin Project’s (@Purple.Pumpkin.Project)
and FiveSibes:Siberian Husky K9 News & Reviews (@FiveSibes)
Facebook community pages!

N ove m b e r i s . . .

N at i o n a l E p i l e p sy
Aw a re n e s s M o nt h
FALL 2019							
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FiveSibes™ #WaitingWednesday Blog Hop!

Every Wednesday we will be featuring a Siberian Husky & Northern Breed Dogs rescue
and some of their beautiful adoptable dogs “waiting” for their forever homes!

Each Wednesday I will be highlighting a rescue and some of their beautiful Siberian Huskies, Husky
mixes, Alaskan Malamutes, and northern breed sled dogs available for adoption and fostering along
with their contact information. I encourage everyone to join me in becoming “a village” by not only sharing
the posts each week across your social media in the hopes of helping these homeless Huskies find
their forever families, but also by joining in our Blog Hop to share any rescue animals you highlight in
your own blog!

Invite to Rescues…

Do you work with Rescues of northern breed dogs (and mixes of both)? Then send me your info and
some of your adoptables to highlight in an upcoming “Waiting Wednesday” feature! Feel free to Email
info and photos to FiveSibes@gmail.com and put “Waiting Wednesday Adoptable” in subject line!

And remember our new hashtag:

Because we cannot do it alone; it takes a “village” to help rescues help homeless Huskies!
...Continued on Next Page
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“Fostering also gives
people the opportunity
to become familiar with
Siberian Huskies, learning
about thier traits and
needs, which in turn helps
them become successful,
loving, forever adoptive
families. Now that is
truly a Win-Win for
both Husky and human.

~Dorothy Wills-Raftery,
Author & Siberian Husky Hu-Mom

This article originally appeared in
the FiveSibes™ blog at
https://FiveSibes.blogspot.com
About the Author: Dorothy Wills-Raftery is an award-winning author and photojournalist, including canine books What’s
Wrong With Gibson? Learning About K-9 Epilepsy; Getting Healthy With Harley; Buddy, The Christmas Husky~A True
Holiday Tale; and EPIc Dog Tales: Heartfelt Stories About Amazing Dogs Living & Loving Life With Canine Epilepsy, which
received the 2018 Independent Press Award for “Excellence” in Reference Book Category and the 2017 NYC Big Book Award
for “Excellence” in Pet Book Category.” She is the creator, writer, and photographer of the internationally recognized FiveSibes™
blog, and a regular contributor to American Pet Magazine, 4Knines blog, and Hudson Valley Paw Print Magazine. Her work has
also appeared in Caring for a Senior Dog, Ruff Drafts, The Sled Dogger, and Kings River Life Magazine. Dorothy is the writer
and host of the “The Sibe Vibe” podcast, which airs on Dog Works Radio. Dorothy was named a 2017 Finalist in the “Advocate”
category for the Women in the Pet Industry’s Woman of the Year Award. In 2016 & 2017, Dog Writers Association of America
awarded Dorothy the prestigious Maxwell Medallion for her work in FiveSibes. Named “Best Author” in 2015 & 2016 by
Hudson Valley Magazine, all four of her canine books were named “Best in Print” by American Pet Magazine. An official
International Purple Day® for Epilepsy Ambassador since 2012 and a volunteer case manager for The Wally Foundation-Canine
Epilepsy, Dorothy is the creator of the FiveSibes #LiveGibStrong K-9 Epilepsy Awareness & Educational Campaign inspired
by her own Siberian Husky, Gibson. On Purple Day® 2018, Dorothy partnered with The Anita Kaufmann Foundation for the
#Paws4Purple educational program. You can read more on her FiveSibes website at https://FiveSibes.com and her blog at
https://FiveSibes.blogspot.com, and follow FiveSibes: Siberian Husky K9 News & Reviews on Facebook.

...Continued on Next Page
FALL 2019
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PET CELEBRATIONS
1-10
2
6-12
4
9
16
13-19
21
29

Halloween and Halloween Safety Month
National Animal Safety & Protection Month
National Animal Wellness Month
National Service Dog Month
Adopt-a-Shelter-Dog Month
World Animal Month
National Walk Your Dog Week
World Farm Animals Day
Animal Welfare Week
World Day for Animals
National Pet Obesity Awareness Day
National Feral Cat Day (nationalferalcatday.org)
National Veterinary Technician
Reptile Awareness Day
National Cat Day (nationalcatday.org)

4 - 10
17
28

Adopt-a-Senior-Pet Month
National Pitbull Awareness Month
National Epilepsy Awareness Month
Pet Cancer Awareness Month
Pet Diabetes Month
National Animal Shelter Appreciation Week
National Black Cat Day
THANKSGIVING

DECEMBER
2
13
15

National Mutt Day
National Day of the Horse
Cat Herders Day

PLEASE KEEP YOUR
PETS SAFE
ALL YEAR LONG!!
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DOGS

DELIVER

UNCONDITIONAL
My dog, Angel’s toes

LOVE
AND CHOCOLATES

Written By
Tracy Ahrens

It’s delightful to receive a box of chocolates. It’s even more enjoyable to
receive four boxes. That’s the sweet treat received when a dog is part of your
life. Each paw holds a tiny sampler box of assorted chocolates.
While cats have been labeled as having toes that look like jelly beans, dogs
have toes that, to me, look like decadent chocolate creams. Kitties sport
pink, black or a combination pink-black colored jelly bean-looking toes in bird
nests of paw ﬂoof. Dogs showcase toes that look like chocolates in furry
candy cups.
Every canine has unique toes crafted by chocolatiers. They consist of four
digital pads in the shape of buttercreams, and large metatarsals and metacarpals
resembling pecan caramel clusters.
They come in dark, milk or pink chocolate coatings. From chubby pink pit
bull chocolate creams to chocolate covered raisin-size
Tempe
a Bichon Frise
Chihuahua toes, their uniqueness makes me smile.
These delicacies are enhanced by neatly trimmed or wildly
hairy candy cups of tan, blonde, white, brown or gray. Sure,
some dog toes are a bit bushy or rough looking, but think
of them as textured chocolates with ornate drizzles, coconut
ﬂakes or chopped nuts.
...Continued on Next Page
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I know what some of you may be thinking, that dog
paws smell like corn chips! Yes, dog paws have the
reputation of smelling like corn chips at times (because
of natural bacteria that lives on their paws), but even
corn chips are a snack some people ﬁnd delicious when
dipped in chocolate.

Payson - a French Bulldog

Penny
a Chiuahua

Who hasn’t held a dog paw in their palm and
gently squeezed the toes between their fingers like they
are selecting a buttercream from a box of chocolates?
We make commemorative paw prints with paint on artist canvas, we press the
pads into soft clay to make ornaments, we take photographs holding our
beloved dog’s paw in the palm of our hand. Some people have their dog’s
paw print tattooed on their body.

Ponder these similarities between dogs and chocolate:

Dogs are noted for loving their master unconditionally. Fittingly, giving
chocolate to someone is a symbol of love.
Chocolate increases the brain’s level of serotonin, the feel-good brain
chemical. Serotonin plays a major role in positive mood and emotional
health. Likewise, studies show that owning a dog can help reduce stress,
anxiety, depression and combat loneliness. It seems ﬁtting that all the love a
dog brings to us is carried on four sampler boxes of chocolates.

Chewie
a mix breed

Klondike
an Alaskan Malamute

Rebel
an Alaskan Malamute

My previous dog
Trucker’s toes

Tracy Ahrens is a veteran journalist, author, artist and (single) mom to three rescued cats
and one dog. See her web site at www.tracyahrens.weebly.com and add her children’s book,
“Sammy Sparrow’s First Flight,” to your collection. All proceeds help 10 humane organiza tions.
...Continued on Next Page
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www.ferret.org
www.elitehempproducts.com/paula

for advertising information
contact americanpet@Usa.com
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9th Annual Animal Adoption Fair

Playground

KarpKat Z

www.AnimalAdoptionFair.com
2020 DATE: TBD
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

954-971-4432

Our Animal Adoption Fair is the War Memorial
Auditorium at 800 N.E. 8th St, Fort Lauderdale
All indoors and air conditioned. Animal Friendly
Veterinary Care, Live Music, Raffles. Food. Fun!

Animal Aid, Inc.
www.Animal-Aid.com
a Non-Profit South Florida
Pet Adoption Shelter

754-223-5378

Our recovery and adoption
center takes in injured,
neglected or unwanted
cats and dogs from county
shelters. We are supported
completely by donations.

a Haiku for You

AmericanPet Rescue
Foster and ReHome
Second Chances when Needed
~Suzi K
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Consider ordering Freeman’s
on-demand tutorial and e-book,
or ask her to come out in person.
Above all, remember, cats
require special tactics.

Make sure you use the right ones for
your cat’s personality! Examples of
bird alarms on cats are included in
her e-book, How to Find a Lost Cat
as well as a chapter on tracking,
coyote signs and clue assessment.

The lives, times,
art and history
of our pets

Visit Us Online!
w w w. T h e Pe t Mu s e u m . c o m
32

AmericanPetMagazine.com

FALL 2019

www . titus a n dh a ile y . c o m
FALL 2019								

AmericanPetMagazine.com

33

Photo By
Lisa A. Bono, CPBC

...Continued on Next Page
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Safety First-

Written By
Lisa A. Bono, CPBC

R EMEMBERING P OLLY F OR T HE H OLIDAYS

With the end of the year approaching it is a wonderful time to talk about
how to keep your parrot safe during the holiday season. We all like festive
gatherings and scrumptious smells however sometimes we tend to forget
to look at it from a bird’s perspective. Strange things can be scary and
smells can be deadly. It is up to us as responsible caregivers to keep their
safety and comfort in mind. For each holiday throughout the year you
should always remember safety first.

Halloween
Since you will have a lot of ghouls and goblins showing up at your door it is best to
keep the parrot safely tucked away in its cage and away from prying eyes. While you
understand it’s just a little child in a mask the parrot is seeing something unfamiliar
and scary. Stress can bring out hidden illnesses. Should you choose to leave them
out there is a risk of the bird being spooked and flying out the door. You also run
the risk of advertising your feathered companion and in today’s world with so many
thefts, it’s just not a smart idea.
We live in a prime area for trick or treaters. We actually man a table outside to
deter constant knocks and stressful situations. The birds have no clue it is anything
but an ordinary day and they are kept safe inside. It also gives us the opportunity to
decorate a bit more out of parrot view range.

Thanksgiving
While the festivities of Thanksgiving may you have you hopping and cooking,
there are some things you should always keep in mind when you live with birds.
Birds have a respiratory system that is significantly diﬀerent from ours. Their lungs
are small but they have a series of air sacs which help with respiration. Simply put, it
means that fumes and smells that may not bother us can kill them in a very short
period of time. That is the reason coalminers used to take canaries into the coal
mine. If the bird died, it was time to get out!
...Continued on Next Page
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Please be aware of anything that may contain Teflon or Teflon like products.
Any sort of nonstick cookware should not be used in the same home with birds.
These have proven to be deadly in the past. Cooking bags and non-stick aluminum
foil will also kill quickly. Many appliances that we would have never thought also
contain these deadly products. So please be aware of what you were using to avoid
unnecessary deaths.
While we know many may wish to share holiday treats with their companions,
always remember that chocolates, alcohol and caﬀeine should never be oﬀered to
any bird. If you want to oﬀer a small treat, stick to a sweet potato or pumpkin
because most likely, you will be using some for your pies.
Photos By Lisa A. Bono, CPBC

Christmas
It’s about the magic, sparkly objects, overabundance of glitzy jewels on everything
and family drawing close from around the world.
Just like the sparkles that catch our eyes it will also will pique the curiosity of our
parrots. Tinsels, sparkles, glitter, glass, fake snow and wrapping paper can all be
harmful to a bird. Certain plants that you may have out to decorate for the holidays
are toxic. Mistletoe, Poinsettias, Holly, Lilies, Ivy and Yew ARE deadly to your birds.
Fresh cut trees can harbor mold spores, so check regularly and the fire retardant that
is sprayed on is toxic. Electrical cords are of interests as well. Try to hide them as
best as possible from curious beaks.
Another important reminder is not to use candles. A parrot’s delicate respiratory
system is extremely sensitive to any perfumes and chemicals that candles emit when
lit. Flames are dangerous if a bird flies too close because their feathers are or course,
flammable. Good alternatives would be scent free - battery operated candles.
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Be aware of other strong scents that
may cause an issue. Do not use any
essential oils or aerosol sprays. If you want
something fresh for your home, consider
simmering some apples, cinnamon and
vanilla on the stove. It’s safe for your birds
and smells delicious.

Final Thoughts
Please remember to make sure you
safeguard your bird and that they do not
have access to any of items mentioned
above, under any circumstances.
Make sure you have the number for
Poison Control available in the event you
need it as well as your avian veterinarian’s
phone number. Be smart, be prepared and be
conscious of what's going on. Have a happy
and safe holiday season and remember to
keep Polly safe during the holidays.

Photo By Lisa A. Bono, CPBC

ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center Phone Number:

(888) 426-4435

A consultation fee may apply
“She was not quite
what you would call refined.
She was not quite what you would
call unrefined. She was the kind
of person that keeps a parrot.”
~Mark Twain

WWW.GREYPARROTCONSULTING.COM
FALL 2019
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DRIVE™ Dog Seat Cover from EzyDog

FURRY
FINDS

EzyDog combines durability and comfort
in new back seat cover for pets

Expanding on their growing line of automotive travel products for dogs,
EzyDog is proud to announce the DRIVE™ Dog Seat Cover. Designed
from water resistant quilted Ripstop Nylon, the DRIVE™ Cover is both
hard wearing and comfortable. The non-slip base adds stability to the
cover, keeping dogs relaxed and the back seat fully protected. With a 51”
width and neutral color, the DRIVE™ Cover fits most vehicle back seats.
Side seat protector flaps add an additional 8" of coverage on each side.

The DRIVE™ Dog Seat Cover is part of EzyDog’s ambitious effort to provide products that make traveling
with dogs worry-free, safe, and most importantly—Ezy. The seat belt access holes allow the cover to
be used with the crash-tested (and certified) DRIVE™ Harness or with human passengers.
The DRIVE™ Cover is available now with an MSRP of $65.00 USD

www.ezydog.com
Phone: 877-339-9364

The Zero Shock Leash combines the ultimate comfort,
control, and protection, while not compromising
on style and quality! The Zero Shock Leash has
been designed using our Zero Shock Technology
— a shock absorbing component that drastically
reduces strain and pull on the dog and the owner.
The leash is equipped with a neoprene handle,
making it waterproof and comfortable
to grasp, Reflective stitching for nighttime
safety, Accessory D-Ring for attachment
of keyring or any item with a clip.

ABOUT EZYDOG

Based in the mountain ranges in Idaho, EzyDog makes a line of products encompassing the rugged
outdoor lifestyle dogs love along with the comfort and style pet owners prefer. EzyDog is the
manufacturer of the Original Shock Absorbing Leash that combines the latest in sports technology
with the durability dog owners demand. Their unique and highly functional leash systems are designed
for comfort, control and safety, paying special attention to dogs that pull or are in training.
All EzyDog Products are designed to help both owners and pets get more out of the great outdoors.
EzyDog products can be obtained at pet specialty retailers nationwide, by calling 877-339-9364
(877-3EzyDog), or by visiting www.ezydog.com. Also check out the company’s leashes, collars and
backpacks for dogs that love adventure!
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FLASH .. Memorials to be created for all kinds of animals.
The iPet Memorial App was created to enable the memory of a beloved
pet to remain and be shared with people all around the world.
iPet Memorial uses the latest Technology to enable quick and easy
access to all memorials. iPet Memorial allows you to both BROWSE
and SEARCH all the memorials that have been uploaded.
It also allows for marking those that you like as a FAVORITE for
instant viewing in the future. Although your pet may be gone,
their memory can continue to live on and be a blessing to many.

iPet
Memorial
APP

		www.iPetMemorial.com

The Rein Coat™ is a therapeutic calming coat that is being well received
throughout the pet industry. The technology of The Rein Coat™ is totally
different than other dog shirts that are tight fitting and restrictive.

What is The Rein Coat™?

The Rein Coat™, is a patent pending therapeutic “calming coat” that’s a harness and a coat that reduces
the anxiety of scared, oversensitive, frightened, alarmed and aggressive pets. The exterior of the coat is water
resistant with a plush interior that keeps your pet warm.
The Rein Coat™ is designed to provide a custom fit for all shapes and sizes of dogs and cats with its
unique strapping system. The Rein Coat™ fits dogs from 5 pounds to 250 pounds with neck sizes ranging
from 6 inches to 35 inches. There is no other K-9 garment that will accommodate a wide array of dogs,
from toy breeds to giant breeds. We are the only product in the world that works in this innovative, gentle
and nurturing fashion!

How does The Rein Coat™ work?

The Rein Coat™ works by replicating a naturally occurring behavior between animals and their
offspring in a gentle and nurturing manner. Picture this: A mother dog picks up her puppy by the
scruff of his neck instantly calming the puppy. The puppy relaxes and almost goes limp because he
knows his mommy is taking him safely out of harm’s way. The Rein Coat™ is designed to lightly
touch your pet on the nape of the neck (just like the mommy dog) triggering the production of
oxytocin released by the brain that reduces fear and anxiety. In numerous trials The Rein Coat™ has
proven effective in reducing anxieties while allowing your pet to move freely with no constraint.
The Rein Coat™ offers a safe, affordable, drug-free solution to all types of pet anxieties.

FALL 2019								

AmericanPetMagazine.com

39

When I was a pup just one year old, I was found roaming the streets in
Los Angeles. The lady who rescued me discovered my issues: I threw
temper tantrums, guarded my food and toys, and was
sensitive to touch. She took me to a foster home and
that nice lady helped me get adopted. I’m one of the
lucky ones.

Bear
MEET Charlie
the Rescue Dog

Written by B.J. Taylor

Charlie Bear is a 9-year-old Havanese who
believes he won the lottery. No way could
life have been predicted to turn out this good.
In fact, his Mom Peep, B.J. Taylor, wrote the
story of Charlie Bear’s first year in their lives.
It’s an emotional, heart-tugging story that
includes the big dog, Rex (Mom Peep’s
forever love):
Charlie Bear: What a Headstrong Rescue
Dog Taught Me about Life, Love, and
Second Chances

www.bjtaylor.com

No one loved me when I was found on a school playground. I didn’t have a
family. I spun out of control by chasing my tail, but that was only one of my
problems. As a one-year-old I also had temper tantrums, guarded my food,
and was sensitive to touch. Almost labeled unadoptable, I thought it was
over for me, but I got lucky.

HOLIDAY HEEBIE-JEEBIES?
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s Eve! Not sure how your
pets will react to extra activity in the home? Lots of merriment? Company
staying over?
Halloween can be scary for you, and it sure is scary for me. Ghosts in white

sheets, Darth Vader costumes, witches with pointy black hats. I personally like the little
kids in the doggie costumes. Those are cool. Help me to handle the scary goblins by
keeping me away from the door, preferably curled up in the lap of someone special.
Thanksgiving can be filled with tons of delicious food. Be sure I get my normal
kibble, with just a few morsels of turkey or stuffing. My tummy can’t handle all the gravy
and sauces and green bean casseroles.
Christmas has twinkling lights, red and green decorations everywhere, and
wrapped presents under the tree (some for me, I hope). Keep me away from wrapped
chocolates, and even my own wrapped treats. My mentor dog Rex could sniff them out
like a Bloodhound and Mom Peep often found him chewing open the present WAY before Christmas morning. There might also be visitors, like Aunt Mary who likes to knead
my fur, Uncle Henry who thinks if he rubs me extra hard behind my ears I will like it (I
don’t), or tiny tot Timmy who thinks it’s fun to try to ride me like a horse. Manage my
environment. If you know I don’t do well with all the company, give me a nice chewy
treat and put me in a separate room. I’ll be happy and you’ll be happy. Win-Win, right?
...Continued on Next Page
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New Year’s Eve has loads of toot toot blow horns, loud music, funny hats and
feather boas, and spilled champagne. I’d prefer to be in a bedroom tucked away from
all the noise and partying. You guys can have all the fun you want.

If you handle the holidays with planning, things will go smoothly for
both of us. And remember, I appreciate all you do for me.

Wo o f s

and

Wi g g l e s !

BEST

2019
in print

CHARLIE BEAR:
What a Headstrong
Rescue Dog Taught
Me about Life, Love,
and Second Chances

Purchase on Amazon
and check out B.J.’s website at

www.bjtaylor.com

Woofs to you from Charlie Bear!

Written by B.J. Taylor

Everyone deserves a second
chance and someone to love
them, right? Even a stubborn
little dog with behavior problems.
The story of CHARLIE BEAR is
an intimate look at the first year
in the life of a dog nearly labeled
“unadoptable” by his foster
mother. As he begins his new life, Charlie Bear
ferociously guards his food and toys, throws temper
tantrums, and is sensitive to touch.

Although B.J. doubts their sanity in adopting
Charlie Bear after he repeatedly attacks
their other dog, Rex, she is determined to
make it work for the sake of her husband,
who has fallen in love. But when B.J.’s
world begins to fall apart, she shares how
time, patience, and faith helped her realize
that Charlie Bear was not the only one who needed
a second chance—she did, too.

Note: When I got adopted, I had a big dog mentor named Rex who helped me through
my issues. He’s a big part of the book: CHARLIE BEAR: What a Headstrong Rescue
Dog Taught Me about Life, Love and Second Chances. ( http://amzn.to/1vinAKT )
Maybe you have a mentor dog, too?
FALL 2019			
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Nanny the box fanny

Written By
Tracy Ahrens

Gently humming plastic square,
I’d take you with me anywhere.
When weather is warm, chilly or hot,
your steady breeze sure hits the spot.
I gravitate to your waﬄe grate
and my panting dissipates.
I prefer my belly fully exposed,
or your air on my fur-lined toes.
My ears stand upright catching wind like sails.
The relief you bring me never fails.
Air currents surround me like a hug
while sprawled out on mom’s area rug.
You scatter my fur throughout the room,
magical fibers lovingly strewn.
I feel like I’m lying under a bush,
an exotic locale with wind across my tush.
Blower of air, I’m thankful for thee.
You bring peaceful dreams expeditiously.
FALL 2019
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Hi Everyone! This has been a great year creating AmericanPet Magazine™ filled with
incredible articles from awesome contributors/authors. Our #AllPets publication has added
rabbits and now Wally the Chuckwalla. We enjoy lounging around while our HuMumMum
does most of the work searching for interesting articles to educate and entertain you. A
special thanks goes out to EVERYONE who has contributed and especially to Dorothy
Wills-Raferty & the FiveSibes™ and Christina Bournias. They have been with us since the
very beginning. Our deepest condolences to the FiveSibes™. Chloe and Harley (a Cover
Queen of ours) passed this year and they will truly be missed. Plus let’s not forget our
precious Gibson, who passed after a long bout of Epilepsy.
We have finally come up with a name for HuMumMum’s Foster Failure efforts,
AmericanPet Rescue. There are a couple sites we have created to sell items so to
generate funds for our medical needs, food, toys, etc. Hope you take the time
to visit our website for more information and links. See you there!
PURRS & MEOWS ~P EANUT B UTTER
FALL 2019
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Confessions of a Timid Rider is available through
TimidRider.com and Amazon.com

National
Day of the
Horse!
Dec 13th
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Anna Grob, Author

I am an Award-Winning Author and Illustrator of Children’s Books. A portion
of the proceeds from my books goes toward helping animals and conservation.
I have worked with animals for over 30 years as a veterinary assistant and
professional dog groomer. My love for animals led me to volunteer at a local
zoo near Chicago where I educate our guest about animals and the homes
they live in. I enjoy observing animals and have studied their behaviors
especially with wolves and dogs.
Writing and illustrating is another passion of mine. As an award-winning
artist, I draw my own illustrations for my Children’s books using the photos
I have taken of animals at the zoo and in the wild. It fulfills my creative side
while allowing me to continue educating both adults and children about
animals. The zoo’s natural-looking exhibits help put me in the right setting,
using all of my senses as if I were in the animal’s habitat in the wild.
With my first book, A Coyote Who
Wished He Lived In A Zoo, I
decided to write something to
inspire people who may think zoos
are not a good place for animals.
Animals in zoos are cared for by
passionate zookeepers who
provide an enriching environment
for the animals they care for. I
used a coyote as a character to
help readers understand the animal in relation to its niche and challenges in
the wild. The book was nominated for the Juvenile Literature Award by the
Friends of American Writers Chicago.
...Continued on Next Page
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My second book, “An African Painted Dog Without A Patch,” won the 2016
National Indie Excellence Award in the Children’s Non-Fiction category.
Shortly after, I was awarded as a finalist with the Best Book Awards for my
third book “Gibbon Finds A Friend, and most recently won first place in the
Royal Dragonfly Book Awards for my fourth book, Katie The Elephant.
After reading the first two books, my fans encouraged me to write a series
which is now called, “Wild Animal Survival Series.”
The books cover a number of themes that are important to me including
predator/prey relationships, ecosystem, and conservation of endangered
species. A portion of the proceeds from all of my books goes toward the
animals I write about.
My hopes are that children will be fascinated by the character’s adventures
while they learn about the challenges animals face in the wild. If a child (or
adult) feels love, compassion, empathy, and hope, they may understand
the importance of helping care for animals and other living creatures, including
humans. I was happy to hear from a teacher in a nearby state who told me
his students adopted the African Painted Dogs at their local zoo, after
reading my book. That is music to my ears.
Another goal for my books is to get people worldwide motivated and want to
take action to help animals survive. My books have reached people as far
away as the Netherlands, Thailand, and Africa.
...Continued on Next Page
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I took a break from writing the Wild Animal Survival Series when my Alaskan
Malamute, Kia, started showing signs of health issues. Sadly she left us
before I had finished the second book in her own series. Kia was an
incredible dog and I felt her story needed to be told. She was first and
foremost a beloved companion and family member as well as an incredible
working dog. There wasn’t anything she couldn’t do. I wrote stories about
her adventures, not only as a working dog but as part of a family as well.
I am saddened by the number of dogs in animal shelters and rescues. Most
people don’t realize that dogs have a talent and a purpose in life just like we
do. I hope my dog stories help to encourage people to do more with their
dogs other than tie them up in the yard or an occasional walk in the park.
Getting a dog involved in many activities will keep a dog and owner more
connected and therefore, out of the shelters.
The Kia’s Adventure Series consists of two books, Kia: A Puppy’s Great
Adventures, and Kia and Klondike’s Adventures. The books are loaded with
adventures of dog sledding, hiking, backpacking, puppy class, and therapy
dog visits from Kia’s puppyhood through her adult life. Kia’s best friend
Klondike, came into our lives when he was 13 months old. He had a very
boring and unfulfilled life living outside in a kennel. Klondike’s breeder got
him back from his first owner and we paired him with our girl Kia. Klondike’s
sheltered life left him unaware of the many wonderful things in life. Kia
helped teach him to explore, play, and how to be a dog.
...Continued on Next Page
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The stories in the Kia’s Adventure Series is mostly true to life, yet told in a
way that is appealing to children. The first book starts out with the young girl
Kara Peterson who can’t wait to bring home her new puppy, Kia. She has
big plans for the puppy. However, Kia has ideas of her own. Will Kara be
able to work with her in the obedience ring? Can Kia become the sled dog
she was bred to be? Who will save the man and his daughter from drowning
in Lake Michigan?
As the events continue in book two, Kara’s dream of working with her dogs
is about to come true. Suddenly, Kia senses something wrong and bolts
down a hallway. Was she on a mission? Where did she want to go, and
why? Klondike’s clowning around in the obedience ring has Kara worried.
What will the judge say? Will Klondike be disqualified? Find out in this
exciting new adventure series.
The special features in the back of the first book explain the difference
between good breeders and puppy mills. The detailed illustrations and
characters in the stories get young
readers involved in the fun and
excitement of dog sports and help
solve problems along the way.
To learn more about my books or to
see some fun animal photos, go to
my website at

http://annagrob.weebly.com
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EPic Dog Tales
Written by Dorothy Wills-Raftery
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in print

EPIc Dog Tales : Heartfelt Stories About Amazing Dogs
Living & Loving Life With Canine Epilepsy by Dorothy
Wills-Raftery, is a beautiful, coffee table book that is a
collection of more than 120 truly inspiring and heartfelt
stories about dogs who have lived/are living with Canine
Epilepsy and how they do not let seizures get in their
way of living life to the fullest.

The book also contains a valuable library of online
resources and information available to help navigate
the sometimes stormy waters of Canine Epilepsy.
A portion of proceeds from the book will benefit the
Canine Epilepsy Resources Epil-K9 Foundation’s
“Emma’s Seizure Fund” through the North Carolina
State University College of Veterinary Medicine
Neurology Department.

All books are available online from

www.ArcticHousePublishing.com

What’s Wrong with Gibson?
Written by Dorothy Wills-Raftery
Illustrated by Michelle Littler
Welcome to the world of the FiveSibes™! They are five
energetic Siberian Huskies who spend all of their days
playing and learning together. Their stories are ones
that children and adults of all ages will enjoy reading.
The first book of the series, What’s Wrong With Gibson?

Learning About K-9 Epilepsy, is based on one of the author’s
Huskies, Gibson, having a seizure, which is translated into a
short tale that makes it easy for children (who may have Epilepsy
themselves, know someone who does, or have a pet that has it)
to understand. As the short story unfolds in easy-to-understand
rhymes accompanied by colorfully adorable illustrations, the
three young pups discover that their big brother has Canine
Epilepsy and they get a hands-on lesson about care and first
aid from the pack’s alpha leader, Harley. A percentage of
proceeds from the book will be donated to the non-profit Canine
Epilepsy Resources center.

Buddy, the Christmas Husky
Written by Dorothy Wills-Raftery
Illustrated by Barbara K. Slocum
Buddy, the Christmas Husky~Based on a True Holiday Miracle,
is a book for all seasons bringing awareness to abused and
abandoned dogs. This story is about an injured, starving,
and homeless Siberian Husky who is rescued by a Good
Samaritan one snowy Christmas Day.

A Musher’s Dream:
Team Ineka
Written by Robert & Michelle Forto
Illustrated by Barbara K. Slocum
Team Ineka: A Musher’s Dream is based on
a the true story of how the Iditarod-bound
racing Husky dogs of Team Ineka came to be.
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Through a network of caring people across thousands of miles,
the Husky, who becomes known as “Buddy, the Christmas Husky,”
discovers that not all humans are mean and uncaring. His long
journey brings him to find compassion, friendship, and a loving
mom to call his own. A percent of the book’s proceeds will benefit
Buddy and “Buddy’s Buddies” through the University of Georgia
College of Veterinary Medicine.

Getting Healthy With Harley
Written by Dorothy Wills-Raftery
Illustrated by Michelle Littler
Welcome back to the world of the FiveSibes; five
energetic Siberian Huskies who spend all of their days
playing and learning together. Their stories are ones
that children and adults of all ages will enjoy reading.
The second book in the FiveSibes™ Tales series, Getting Healthy With
Harley is based on one of the author’s Huskies, the pack’s alpha queen,
Harley, as she has her annual vet visit and afterwards decides to help all
of the FiveSibes adopt a healthier lifestyle through nutrition and exercise.
The story unfolds through easy-to-read rhyming text and adorable colorful
illustrations. A portion of proceeds from the book will be donated to the
Save Our Siberians Siberspace Rescue Fund.
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Let Us Know What You Think
Visit www.AmericanPetMagazine.com
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